
Good Morning, and Happy Valentine's Day! 

Thank you for another outstanding week at our school.  I am happy to say that our students were 

able to celebrate Valentine's Day in much the typical way with classroom treats and Valentine 

exchanges.  Don't forget that Tuesday is the 100th Day of School.  Wow! I cannot believe we are 

there already, and it is just AMAZING that the majority of these days have been in-person.  So 

thank you for all you have been doing to keep that viable for our school. 

 

Here are the weekly updates:  

 

(1) The CDC has released updated Return to School Guidance. As I read through this new 

document, I am thrilled to report that we have been successfully able to implement a layered 

mitigation strategy, which is what is being recommended.  So many schools in our area, and 

around the nation, have only been back in a limited fashion or not at all.  I believe our "layered" 

strategy coupled with our supportive school community have been crucial in driving our success 

to remain in-person.  Please continue to be vigilant in monitoring your child's health at 

home.  The rates of infection and spread are definitely declining in our area based on our weekly 

report from the NJDOH.  I truly believe the worst is behind us, but please continue to remain 

cautious.   

 

(2) I wanted to just give you some information related to report cards.  Typically what I like 

to do is provide a comment to students on his/her report card.  Because we have an electronic 

report card, this is presenting a problem.  Therefore, I took a different approach and mailed notes 

home to students.  Please know that if you child did not get a comment/note this marking period, 

my intention is to have that happen next 2-marking periods so ALL students get one by the year's 

end.  I did try to do entire households so there were no hurt feelings at home.  If I missed anyone 

within families, I apologize.  My goal with the notes is not about performance, it is about me 

wanting the kids to know that I see them and care about them and value the effort they put forth 

everyday.  

 

(3) The NJSLA is taking place this year for students in Grades 3-8.  Our testing window will 

be in May and dates will be forthcoming.  The NJDOE has already pushed back the testing until 

after April 5, so as of now we are still anticipating the assessment taking place, but stayed tuned 

for more information.  Students in Grades 3-8 take ELA and Math and students in grades 5 and 8 

also take Science.   

 

(4) Make-up Picture Day will be March 5.  We have been able to secure a date with the 

vendor, thankfully.   

 

(5) The LinkIt Parent Portal will be opening in the next week or so.  I will be sending home 

information for setting up your Parent Portal Account.  This portal will allow you to view student 

assessment information.  With the set-up instructions will also be a resource for you to view 

regarding the LinkIt assessments.  The data is very interpretive so I want you to have the tools to 

be able to support your viewing of this information.  I will also be holding a Parent Q&A one 

evening via a Google Meet, so you can ask questions regarding the LinkIt platform or any other 

assessment we may administer at the building level.   

 



(6) Our Innovation Lab is moving along full "STEAM". I am linking the volunteer form again 

in case anyone missed it.  I would like to start this by the end of the month.  CLICK HERE for 

form.  I cannot wait for you all to see the evolution of this space.  It is really exciting for our 

students!   

 

(7) Pre-K Registration is this week from February 16 - 18.  Kindergarten registration is 

scheduled for March 4.   

 

(8) Tomorrow is a day off from school in celebration of Presidents' Day.  Enjoy the extra 

day!   Tuesday, February 16 is our next BOE meeting at 7 pm.  Mrs. Fichera has sent an email 

with the virtual link for those wanting to attend.   
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8_g360HjyEAcGgVg0wIdwRXmvptkqdMhs0KIwgfooRJgcvA/viewform

