
Tonight is the night for all of our kiddos to wear their PJs inside out and backward, and I am also 

told flushing ice cubes down the toilet works!  So whatever the tradition in your house may be, 

don't forget to make it happen!  All kidding aside, it looks increasingly certain that tomorrow 

will be a snow day for our school.  I will notify everyone via a Honeywell alert and an email 

tomorrow morning.  This does look like it may be a two-day event.  If that turns out to be the 

case, Tuesday will be a virtual day and we will operate on our 8:20 - 12:30 pm with teachers 

available for extra support from 1:15 - 3:00 pm.   

 

Here are our other updates:  

 

(1) We have had a great deal of success in mitigating the spread of COVID-19 and limiting in-

building transmission when we follow all health and safety protocols.  I encourage you to keep 

your child at home if they have had a contact or they are experiencing any type of 

symptoms.  This way we don't impact others in our building.  From the point of contact or 

symptom start, we have to identify the close contacts that exist in the 48-hours prior to 

that.  Open lines of communication are so important and I appreciate your willingness to reach 

out if you have questions. Keep doing that as our in-person longevity is dependent on us being 

proactive rather than reactive.   

 

(2) Please be reminded that if you are traveling anywhere overnight, you will have to quarantine 

upon return.  We will not be crediting attendance to students who are on vacation, however, 

when they return from the trip, the quarantine portion will count for student attendance 

credit.  If you have an unusual circumstance, please reach out to me.  The travel quarantine is 

10 days from the date of return.  So day 1 is the day after you are in transit back home.   

 

(3) Picture Day Update: Wednesday, February 10. The order form will be sent home with 

your child on Wednesday, February 3.  Please send in your picture order with your child on the 

morning of Wednesday, February 10 with a check made payable to BNL Enterprises, Inc.  If you 

prepay online at bnlschoolpictures.com, please print your receipt, place it in the order envelope, 

and return it to school on picture day. If you cannot print your receipt, write in the Order ID on 

your envelope and return it to school on picture day.  Your orders will be shipped directly to 

the school.  Packages will be delivered approximately 4 weeks from each Picture Day. 

LATE ORDER POLICY - If a student forgot his or her order envelope or does not have an 

envelope at the time their photo is taken, the student will be photographed for school records and 

the yearbook only.  The student will receive a Click & Safe card when all of the photos are 

delivered to the school.  The parent/guardian can order copies of this photo online using the 

information on the Click & Safe card. 

 

(4) Friday marked the conclusion of the 2nd Marking Period.  The Realtime Parent Portal is now 

closed.  The portal will reopen on Monday, February 8 at 8:00 am to gain access to MP#2 

grades. 

 

(5) Wednesday, February 3 is an early release day for students.  Students will be dismissed at 

12:30 pm.  This was part of our original school schedule.   

 

http://bnlschoolpictures.com/


(6) We received word last week that the NJDOE is moving forward with administering the 

NJSLA for students in Grades 3-8.  There are many unknowns right now because of a hybrid 

administration (home and school).  We will not be scheduling these assessments until May, 

which is as late in the window as possible.  Specific dates will be forthcoming.  Students in 

Grades 3-8 take ELA and Math and students in 5th and 8th Grade also take Science.   

 

(7) It is important to reiterate that students should not be attending school virtually unless it is 

a medical issue and related to a quarantine.  This is why virtual instruction was put into 

place.  Students "just wanting to be virtual" is not an acceptable reason and disrupts the 

continuity of instruction.   

 

(8) We have had some scenarios, as of recent, with students witnessing or making poor choices 

on gaming systems and social media. There is a great organization called Common Sense 

Media that provides support for parents in setting parameters and understanding the 

electronic/virtual. I have included the link to the site for your 

perusal.  https://www.commonsensemedia.org/.   If you access the For Parents tab at the top it 

will point you to a whole complement of resources.  We will be using some of the lessons in our 

guidance/character ed. classes in the upcoming weeks to support this message in school.   

 

I found this video and absolutely love TED Talks, so I figured I would share it with you.  I often 

have to remind myself as a parent, that this year may be different from an academic perspective, 

but our kids are truly learning other very important skills in perseverance and grit, which, in my 

opinion, are the most important qualities for long term success in the future-we all can appreciate 

how much these have mattered as of recent.  GRIT TED TALK  

 

Thank you again for your continued support and words of encouragement for our staff and our 

students!   

 

Be well,  
 

http://goog_169427020/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_passion_and_perseverance?language=en

